
I am writing to comment on proceeding 02-230. The plan
to mandate copy-protection technology in all digital
television receives is misguided and technically
unsound.

I am extremely concerned with the continued
erosion of fair use rights guaranteed to consumers
under US copyright law and Supreme Court decisions.
Regulations such as 02-230 assume that all consumers
are criminals who want to steal digital content,
when any reasonable evaluation would show that this is
not true. In fact, 99.9% of consumers are honest. While
the 0.1% of consumers who are dishonest might be prevented
by rule 02-230, the fact is that those same 0.1% of consumers
will likely use outlaw devices that to not contain the
mandated copy-protection technology.

So in essence, you will be reducing substantially the fair use
rights of all Americans in exchange for...nothing.

I urge you to make as your goal to minimize the amount of laws
and regulations that restrict our fundamental rights as Americans.
Additional regulation should only be adopted for the greatest
need, something that is clearly not the case in this instance.

Sincerely,
Edward J. Bezdek


